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Fa m i l y  Ce n te r

English as a Second 
Language

Wo r ke r  Ce n te r

Neighbors Link 
Community Law Practice 

Co m m u n i t y 
E n g a ge m e n t

Vo l u n tee r s

Ad vo c a c y

S u p p o r t  S e r v i ce s

 MISSION:  To strengthen the whole community by actively enhancing the 
    healthy integration of immigrants

LOCATIONS: Mount Kisco (headquarters), Ossining, Yonkers



2017 BY THE NUMBERS
Over 4,000 immigrants served

415 volunteers
 (half high school 

students)

The Worker Center facilitated 
jobs for 600 workers with 

over 1,400 employers

Over 2,500 residents attended Know Your Rights 
and other community engagement programs

Assistance in applying for U.S. citizenship or DACA 
status provided to 132 people

188 complex 
legal cases

handled

Over 1,300 
parents and children 

enrolled in Family 
Center programs 

Over 700 
English 

language 
learners



Neighbors Link Center in Ossining is OPEN!
Neighbors Link has been working closely with a group of over 
30 stakeholders in Ossining to explore opportunities to further 
strengthen community ties while also supporting the healthy 
integration of immigrants. We began providing Workforce 
Development and Parent Education programs at locations 
around Ossining in 2016. On April 9, 2018, Neighbors Link 
officially opened its doors at 23-25 Spring Street in Ossining!

Family Center 
programs in 

Ossining include 
Parent Education, 
Pipeline Scholars 
and Parent-Child 
Together classes



ESL,  Workforce Development and Legal Services offered in Ossining



Advocating for what is RIGHT

The Immigration Protection Act passed the Westchester County Legislature 
with bipartisan support and was signed into law by County Executive George Latimer 
on March 20, 2018! This bill provides vital tools for county law enforcement to 
build trust with immigrant communities and is fully compliant with federal law. 
Throughout 2017, Neighbors Link worked closely with a consortium of 20 advocacy 
organizations, as well as many legislators, especially the sponsor of the bill, Legislator 
Catherine Borgia, to make the passing of this bill possible.



 Protect Families
Neighbors Link joined the New York Immigration 
Coalition in organizing a rally where tens of thousands 
of New Yorkers marched in opposition to recent 
policy shifts that separated and detained children and 
families fleeing violence and persecution.

Neighbors Link families 

and staff marched in 
Washington D.C. to 
support a Clean Dream 

Act and to protect 
Temporary Protected 

Status (TPS) 



Legal services EXPAND to meet the need
The national crisis in immigration policy has had a dramatic impact in Westchester 
County.  As a result of new enforcement policies, immigrant families face the threat of 
detention and deportation without any prior notice.  Families live in fear of the very real 
possibility of parents being deported while children are left behind in the care of others.

Neighbors Link Community Law Practice is working to meet the skyrocketing 
legal needs of the immigrant population in Westchester County by representing clients 
in a variety of highly complex legal immigration matters. In addition to maintaining 
already open and pending cases and continuing to offer consultations and screenings, 
changing policies have meant added pressure and responsibility for our attorneys as 
they work to help those facing traumatic changes and uncertainties. 



In 2017, Neighbors Link Community Law Practice handled 188 
complex legal cases.  Types of cases include asylum and cancellation 
of removal applications, family based petitions, Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status, DACA, work authorization, U-Visa, Green Card and 

naturalization applications.

Karin Anderson 
Ponzer, Esq., PhD, 

Director of Neighbors 
Link Community Law 
Practice, has become 

an important and 
trusted voice in local 

media in understanding 
immigration policy. 



In the 2017-2018 school year and summer, 155 elementary school students were 
enrolled in Learning Links and Summer Links, our programs that focus on supporting 
the academic, social, and emotional well-being of children who have risk factors that 
threaten their school success. Many new programs and enrichment activities were 
added in 2017, including a student talent show, math competition, spelling bee, and 
music enrichment program.

LEARNING LINKS and SUMMER LINKS



First group of Pipeline Scholars GRADUATE 
In 2009, Neighbors Link and the 
Bedford Central School District 
launched the Pipeline Scholars 
program to support parents and their 
children as they advance from fifth 
grade through high school graduation 
and beyond. In June 2017, the first 
cohort of Pipeline Scholars graduated 
from Fox Lane High School! 

Expansion!
A new cohort of Pipeline 
Scholars has started in 
Ossining and these students 
and their families have joined 
the Mount Kisco group on 
several programs including a 
family hike.



Katonah Museum of Art
KES Taxi
Kohl Department Stores
Kramer Levin Naftalis & 

Frankel
Latin American Motorcycle 

Association
Latin Business Today
Latino Service Providers
Lexington Center for Recovery
Mahopac National Bank 
Make the Road New York
Markhoff & Mittman
Michael J. Sussman, PLLC
Mount Kisco Chamber of 

Commerce
Mount Kisco Child Care Center
Mount Kisco Drug & Alcohol 

Abuse Prevention Council
Mount Kisco Head Start
Mount Kisco Library
Mount Kisco Rotary Club
My Brother’s Keeper
National Alliance on Mental 

Illness Westchester
National Council for 

Workforce Education
National Day Labor Organizing 

Network
National Employment Law 

Alianza Laboral (including 
Catholic Charities, 
Community Resource 
Center, Don Bosco Workers, 
United Community Center 
of Westchester, and Worker 
Justice Center of New York)

Alianza Latina
Aspen Institute
Bedford 2020
Bedford Hills Free Library
Bedford Police Department
Better Beginnings Inc.
Boys & Girls Club of Northern 

Westchester
Briarcliff Rotary
Cabbage Hill Farm
Casa de Maryland
El Centro Hispano
Chappaqua Cares, Chappaqua 

Shares
Child Care Council of 

Westchester
Children’s Village
Community Capital
Community Resource Center
Community Voices Heard
Cornell Cooperative Extension
Crabtree’s Kittle House

Curtis Instruments, Inc.
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Department of Labor
Down To Earth Market
Eat Smart NY
Emergency Shelter Partnership
Empire Justice Center
Ethical Society of Northern 

Westchester
Family Services of Westchester
Family Ties of Westchester
Films on Purpose
The Gateway Center, WCC
Girls Inc. of Westchester 

County
Girl Scout Troop 50650
Guatemalan Consulate
The Guidance Center
Hastings-on-Hudson 

Community Volunteers
H.E.L.P. Committee
Hickory and Tweed
Hope’s Door
Hudson Valley Community 

Coalition
IFCA
InterGenerate
Jacob Burns Film Center
John Jay Homestead

CO M M U N I T Y  PA RT N E R S Project
National Skills Coalition
New Canaan Library
New York Immigration 

Coalition
New York Small Business 

Development Center
New York State Office for New 

Americans
NonProfit Westchester
North American Family 

Institute
Northern Westchester 

Hospital
NYC Poison Control Center
Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration
One to One Learning
Open Door Family Medical 

Centers
Ossining Children’s Center
Ossining Documentary and 

Discussion Series
Ossining Food Pantry
Ossining Police Department
Ossining Public Library
The Parent Practice
Pleasantville Rotary Club
Pro Bono Partnership
Proyecto ALCANCE

Our PARTNERS 

Thank you to our volunteer photographers, Amy Baker, Bibiana Matheis, Randy Matusow and RoseMarie Wallace.



Rockland Immigration 
Coalition

Rotary Club of Chappaqua
Rotary Club of Ossining
RSHM Life Center
Safe Passage
Tano
Up2Us
Understanding Immigration
United Way of Westchester 

and Putnam
Village of Mount Kisco
Village of Ossining
Volunteer New York
Westchester Children’s 

Association
Westchester Community 

College
Westchester Community 

Foundation
Westchester Community 

Strategy Committee
Westchester County Police 

Department
Westchester Library System
WestCOP
Westhab
WESPAC
Women’s Enterprise 

Development Center
Yonkers Riverfront Library

FA I T H - BA S E D  PA RT N E R S
Antioch Baptist Church
Bedford Community Church
Bedford Presbyterian Church
Bethel Baptist Church
Bet Torah Synagogue
B’Nai Yisrael of Armonk
Briarcliff Congregational Church
Church of St. Ann
Church of Saint Mary the Virgin
Church of Saint Patrick
Church of the Crossroads
First Congregational Church, UCC
Katonah Presbyterian Church
Katonah United Methodist Church
Iglesia Cristiana Fe y Esperanza
Iglesia Cristiana Fuente de Vida Eterna
Mount Kisco Hebrew Congregation
Presbyterian Church of Mount Kisco
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary Life Center
REPAIR/Episcopal Parishes of Ossining
Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church
Society of Saint Vincent De Paul
St. Francis of Assisi Parish
St. Mary of the Assumption
St. Paul’s-on-the-Hill
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester
Temple Shaaray Tefila of Westchester
Trinity Church Ossining
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
United Methodist Church of Mount Kisco
Upper Westchester Muslim Society

E D U C AT I O N  PA RT N E R S
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Bedford Central School District
BOCES
Brewster Central School District
Byram Hills High School
Elizabeth Haub School of Law at Pace 

University, including:
   Immigration Justice Clinic, 

John Jay Legal Services, Inc.,
Neighborhood Justice Clinic
Women’s Justice Center

Fox Lane High School
Grafflin Elementary School
Hackley School
Horace Greeley High School
John Jay High School
Masters School
Mount Kisco Elementary School
New York Medical College
Ossining Basics
Ossining Board of Education
Ossining Union Free School District
Park School Early Childhood Center
Pleasantville High School
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES
Rippowam Cisqua School
Sarah Lawrence College
Scarsdale Public Schools
Somers High School
Westchester Community College
Yorktown High School



ORGANIZATION
Board of Directors

Cynthia Brill, Esq., Chair
Elisa Burns, MD, Vice Chair
Christopher Robinson, Treasurer
Adrienne Marcus, PhD., Secretary
John Bailly
Nancy Bauer
Umran Beba
Jelane Caspar
Poppy Cummings
Kathryn Hoenig
Barbara Bruce Jackson
Eva Kelly
Kim Manocherian, Esq. 
David McNamara
Jack Miller
Robert Newborn, MD
Martha Palomino
Stewart Tabin
E. Sue Bicksler-Taub
Nancy Truitt
Natica von Althann
Mary L. Weiss, Esq.
Teresita Bango Wisell

Neighbors Link Staff
Carola Otero Bracco, Executive Director 
Melba Adames, Instructional Aide
Andrea Alarcon, Operations and Community Outreach Coordinator 
Karin Anderson Ponzer, Esq.,PhD, Director, Neighbors Link Community 

Law Practice
Alyssa Besio, Development Associate
Constanza Bentancor, Bilingual Paralegal Administrator
Luisa Granda-Rodriguez, Director, Operations and Community Development
Katie Graves-Abe, Communications, Social Media and Website Consultant
Maria Isabel Lopez, Program Facilitator and Outreach Coordinator 
Isaac Marquez, Hiring Site Manager
Rosa Martin, Program Coordinator
Beverliz Martinez, Program Manager
Elizabeth Mastropolo, Esq., Managing Attorney, Neighbors Link 

Community Law Practice
Patty Middlebrook, Accounting and Human Resources Manager
Katherine Mooney, Program Assistant
Rodolfo Moran, Ossining Site Manager
Mercy Quezada, Parent Home Educator
Ramiro Rincon, ONA Program Director
Barbara Smolev, Accounting Associate 
Rebecca Sussman, Parent Education Manager 
Ana Vinansaca, Childcare Program Coordinator
Amy Werner, Volunteer Manager
Roberto Zumba, Worker Center and Outreach Coordinator
Special recognition for all our teachers, facilitators and coordinators.



Friends of Neighbors Link
Amy Baker
Carolyn Barg
Nil Brittan
Kathy Colby
Poppy Cummings
Susie Danziger
Marianne Delaney
Patti Ettinger

Jodi Katz
Eva Kelly
Tammi Lauder
Anne McAndrew
Judy Murphy
Kate Permut
Wendy Reingold
Rosa Rita

Sindy Fedida
Ellen Finn
Alli Gilbert
Sebnem Giorgio
Suzanne Grant
Gwen Guthrie
Agnes Hassell
Barbara Bruce Jackson

Katherine Rothschild
Jen Schwartz
Nancy Strong
E. Sue Bicksler-Taub
Ali Tejtel
Sarah Webb
Mary Weiss
Love Wootten



2017 FINANCIALS
BALANCE SHEET
Total Assets $2,310,052
Total Liabilities $2,194
Net Assets $2,307,858
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $2,310,052

REVENUE AND SUPPORT
Individual Contributions $644,121
Foundation Grants 633,365
Event Income 549,069
Government Grants 266,521

Program Income 141,541
Organization Contribution 78,937
Other Revenue 59,153
Subtotal Revenue $2,372,707
Donated Services and Goods $313,045
Total Revenue and Support $2,685,752

EXPENSES
Program Expenses $1,645,060
Public Events and Fundraising 327,848
Administrative Expenses 78,389
Subtotal Operating Expenses $2,051,297

Donated Services $313,045
Total Expenses $2,364,342
Increase in Net Assets $321,410



Allocation 
of FundsProgram 

Expenses 80%

Public Events and 
Fundraising 16%

Administrative 4%

Source of 
Funds

Individual 
Contributions

24%

Foundation 
Grants

24%
Event Income 20%

Donated 
Services and 

Goods
12%

Government 
Grants

10%

Program Income 5%

Organization Contribution 3% Other Revenue 2%



John and Kathy Abbott
Julia Abitanta
Sam Abram and Amy Koppes
Louis and Anne Abrons Foundation/Vicki 

Aranow Feiner
Jody Adams
Joel and Deborah Adelberg
Stephen Adnopoz and Ellen Weinstein
Beril Afsar Melemetci
Beverly Aisenbrey
Susan Akin
Alfredo Alarcon and Margarita Zambrano
Paul and Shodie Alcorn
Diane Alden
Alfreda Aldridge
David and Francine Alexander
Burak and Tere Alici
Dr. Jeff Allen and Mary Dale
Karen and Mark Allison
Barbara Alpert and Michael Kaufman
Ira and Mary Lou Alpert
Theresa Ann Altilio
Gail Ames and Sylvia Fabriani
Anonymous
Anonymous Westchester Family Foundation
Alan and Judith Appelbaum
Shari and Ed Applebaum
John and Maija Arbolino
Zeynep Aricanli
Daniel Armet
Art X Resist Print Sale
Asofsky Family Foundation

Senay Ataselim Yilmaz
James Attwood and Leslie Williams
Mb and John Auletto
Anne Aunio-Green and Bob Green
Meg and Jay Axelrod
Judith Aydelott
Mary Ayers
Glenn Babakian
David Bacon
Lawrence Bahr
John and Mary Bailly
Amy and Jamie Baker
Nancy Balaban
Kumar Balasubrahmanyan
Adam Baldachin
Cynthia and Thomas Baldwin
Gordon Baptiste
Meredith Barber and Tom Fitzsimmons
Robert and Carol Barber
Steven and Carolyn Barg
Karen Barnes
Sena Baron
Jeremiah Barry
Pam and Elliott Barsh
Leanore Barth and Guy Petrillo
Jon and Nancy Bauer
Umran and Ali Beba
Stephen and Patricia Beckwith
Bedford Central School District
Bedford Presbyterian Church
Steven and Karen Begleiter
Brenda Behan

Michaela and George Beitzel
Louise Belevich
Salvatore and Maureen Bellino
Maxine Bellus
The Benefit Shop
Monica Bento
Janet Inskeep Benton and David Schunter
Rick and Anne Bentzen
Samuel and Deborah Beran
Amy and Scott Berger
George Berk and Penelope Smith-Berk
Jill Berkowitz-Berliner
Peter Bernstein and Sarah Cox
Robert Berson
Bet Torah
Barbara Bethea
Lanie and Eric Biederman
Lynn Biederman and Wayne Spector
Bonnie Billings
Paul Bird and Amy Parsons
Birth Education Beyond the Ordinary (BEBO)
Ellen and Ian Blance
Elizabeth and Michael Block
Jeffrey and Sherry Blockinger
Allen Blum and Stacy Wilder
Karen Blumenthal
BNY Mellon
Seema Boesky
Silberstein-Boesky Family Foundation
Robert Boffa
Peter Bogdan
Ilene and John Boucher

Neighbors Link gratefully acknowledges all of the contributions received in 2017 in support of our mission.
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