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Advocacy and Communications Committee Meeting Notes
June 17, 2025, 8:30 AM

In attendance:  Rob Shepardson, Elisa Burns, Omar Lopez, Carola Bracco, Katie Graves-Abe, Jeanette Gisbert

Brief federal immigration updates
· Carola provided updates on topics that have not been covered widely in the press. These included the immigrant registration requirement, increased funding in the reconciliation bill for ICE and CBP, increased USCIS fees, changes to work permit renewals, and the House Committee on Homeland Security’s probe into 200+ NGOs involved in providing services or support to undocumented people.

Update and discussion on communications related to our grassroots community education and organizing work
· Katie provided an update on our local grassroots community education work. Neighbors Link has been providing education and resources to community members who plan to testify at town board meetings, speak at rallies, meet with elected officials, or simply talk with people in their own neighborhood. 
· The committee discussed how this local work is very valuable in getting out our message in this moment and is important in furthering our mission. 
· Elisa mentioned how the messaging at the spring event tied into this work, focusing on the issues that are important in a way that feels less political or partisan.
· Rob discussed how it is to communicate that the citizenry is generally supportive of immigrants. Finding ways to express that our neighbors are supporting our work financially, volunteering their time, and advocating for the rights of immigrants will encourage other people to get involved. 
· The committee discussed ways to further this message, including media outreach as well one-on-one meetings with business and community leaders.
· Omar discussed the need to expand what people understand as the issue of immigration. Immigrants are a broad swath of people from a huge variety of backgrounds and nations. He mentioned that people are leaning in to their own family stories and origins. This genealogy work is a way to tell stories that have an impact.

Update on the NYS budget and advocacy priorities
· Katie provided an update on the NYS budget. Immigration legal services funding was flat at $64.2 million. Language access funding was also flat at $2.3 million. We did see some new funding available in the Department of State budget that will be an important funding stream for community-based organizations like Neighbors Link.
· New York for All did not pass this legislative session, but we met with many elected officials and continue to educate and build support.
· Neighbors Link is working with the Ellis Island Initiative on future Ready to Work legislation around workforce development funding. 
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