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Neighbors Link Program Committee – Notes
October 16, 2025

Present:   Elisa Burns, Teresita Wisell, Joel Seligman, Adrienne Marcus, Ray Sanchez, Jim Fenimore, Jeanette Gisbert, and Carola Bracco
Excused:  Nancy Bauer

Welcome Jim Fenimore
Joel opened the meeting by welcoming Jim Fenimore as the newest member of the Program Committee. Jim is also a new member of the Neighbor’s Link Board, and bring tremendous experience working with local community organizations and members.
Program Updates
Carola and Jeanette discussed recent trends in program participation and attendance. Program growth continues, including the on–site programs at the three centers.  Our clients continue to want to come together in person. 
Jeanette briefly described the training program recently launched in conjunction with Microsoft and its products.  The initial reception has been very positive.

Community Preparedness
The Committee then focused discussion on how we can best provide services to the community, including their preparations for disruptions which may occur.  The focus is on being supportive of all members of community, and working with other organizations with similar objectives.  Many such collaborations have occurred  including tabletop exercises with local municipalities, and they continue.   It was noted that that school districts, in particular, are focusing efforts on such preparedness.
The Committee discussed other ways to provide support to our clients and communities. More small group activities may help bring people together in dialogue, and can be offered in many creative ways. 
For example, music or art groups facilitate communication.  They also provide an opportunity for staff to identify individuals who need greater support.
The Committee agreed that this topic should be explored further at an upcoming meeting of the full board. That discussion should include consideration of geography and financial needs. 
Next Meeting
TBD
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