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Advocacy and Communications Committee Meeting Notes
October 23, 2025, 8:30 AM

In attendance:  Elisa Burns, Omar Lopez, Mary Weiss, Carola Bracco, Katie Graves-Abe

Update from Carola on raid preparedness work with towns and organizations
· Carola gave a brief update on this work and reminded the committee of the grassroots work that is happening to help other groups prepare.

Committee discussion on our advocacy and communications strategy in the event of a major ICE sweep
· There was a brief discussion of the policies that Neighbors Link has in place in case ICE comes to a Neighbors Link center. Neighbors Link ensures that all staff are trained on these policies. 
· The committee had a very thoughtful discussion about Neighbors Link’s communication strategy in relation to ICE activity in our communities.
· There was general consensus that Neighbors Link has a leadership role to play in communicating about the impact ICE activity has on individuals, families, and communities. 
· The committee discussed the various types of communications that could be used and the importance of doing this work in coalition with other groups. 

Committee discussion on building support in the wider community
· There was a consensus that sharing personal stories is a key way to build support in the wider community. Various strategies for sharing stories were discussed. 
· The committee agreed that it would be valuable to share stories and talking points with the Board. 

Update from Katie on CAREIF steering committee and upcoming NYS legislative session
· Katie mentioned that Neighbors Link has joined the CARE for Immigrant Families steering committee. This is the leadership group for the coalition that is working on advocating for funding for immigration legal services in the NYS budget and passing the Access to Representation and BUILD Acts.
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