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Advocacy and Communications Committee Meeting Notes
March 5, 2026, 8:30 AM

In attendance:  Rob Shepardson, Omar Lopez, Mary Weiss, Carola Bracco, Katie Graves-Abe

NYS advocacy priorities and updates
· Katie gave an update on the work Neighbors Link has been doing with the CARE for Immigrant Families campaign and New York for All coalition.
· There is a lot of momentum right now on New York for All.
· Carola mentioned some of the lessons learned from the groups involved in being observers during the immigration enforcement surge in Minneapolis.
· The committee discussed some of those lessons and how they relate to our communities.
· Rob shared information about how national groups were able to support the work of observers in Minneapolis.
Budget testimony on 2/18 from Rob
· Rob submitted budget testimony in support of immigration legal services funding for the Westchester Senate Budget Forum and highlighted the importance of Board Members and other community members being vocal in their support of this funding.
Using client stories in communications
· The committee discussed various ways that client stories can be used to further our work and mission.
· Rob mentioned the importance of not portraying clients only as victims. Stories can be empowering and humanizing, while still showing the need for the services we provide. 
· Omar emphasized three items related to client stories:
· It’s important to keep stories short and easy for people to digest. 
· There is a big opportunity to share these stories in faith communities. Groups like the Briarcliff Ossining Minsterial Association and other faith groups often host lunch and learns for their members and this could be a good topic for them. 
· Bookstores and other groups host storytelling events and these stories could be powerful at those events.
· Mary mentioned sharing some of these stories during the panel at the Jacob Burns film event.
· There was a discussion about collecting client stories about all of the work we do at Neighbors Link, not just legal services. 
· Omar mentioned combining stories with statistics as a way to have a bigger impact.
· There was a discussion about continuing to have staff share brief stories at Board meetings.

image1.png
S Neighbors




