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Meeting Notes
Neighbors Link Program Committee
October 15, 2026

Present: Tere Wisell, Elisa Burns, Jeanette Gisbert, Nancy Bauer, Jim Fenimore, Joel
Seligman
Guest: Stephanie Rosado, Director of the Family Center

1. The Committee approved the Minutes of the July 2 meeting.
2. Jeanette introduced Stephanie Rosado to provide an update on the Summer Links Program. This is a five-week program run over the summer at the Mount Kisco Elementary School for 70-100 students in that school. The focus is helping students who may struggle to not lose ground academically during the summer months. The program is tuition based, i.e. up to $250, with scholarship opportunities. With the help of a New York Presbyterian grant, Stephanie and her team have been able to create pre-and post evaluation tools for students and parents. Importantly, the instruction is provided by teachers from the school, who also provide helpful feedback.
3. The most recent results show a significant majority of students improving their academic preparedness. There was discussion of the use of the term “declined”, since it doesn’t necessarily mean that a student has reduced academic preparedness. Overall feedback from students, parents and teachers has been extremely positive. The team has learned of the necessity of providing Spanish translation for all ages of elementary school, since a portion of the students will always be newcomers. Going forward there is some interest in expanding the scope of the program. Creating a second program elsewhere would need to be a much larger undertaking. There was also discussion of how several other Neighbors Link programs focus on kids who aren’t lagging behind, but may have great potential.
4. 2026 Program Data Snapshot - The Committee briefly reviewed the program report from the first six months of 2026. Program volumes were similar to or slightly up from prior years, which suggests a high level of ongoing trust in the organization. It was noted that some other organizations have seen volumes drop off due to clients’ fear of attending programs that are out in public. 
5. Jeanette suggested a Family Center Update for the full Board sometime in the early 2027. This idea was well received by the Committee, and will be considered in the months ahead.

Next Committee Meeting – TBD
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